CLIMATE CHANGE SECRETARIAT OF THE PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC

SYNTHESIS REPORT

NICARAGUA COMMITTED TO GLOBAL EFFORTS FOR THE PROTECTION OF MOTHER EARTH.

SCIENTIFIC AND POLITICAL CRITERIA OF THE REPUBLIC OF NICARAGUA ON THE CLIMATE CRISIS CAUSED BY DEVELOPED COUNTRIES.

The Government of Reconciliation and National Unity of the Republic of Nicaragua, has implemented a policy of protection and defense of our Mother Earth which is set out in the proposals of the National Human Development Program. Consistent with this policy, Nicaragua was the first signatory of the "Universal Declaration of the Common Good of the Earth and Humanity" in 2010.

Nicaragua ratified the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 1995 and in 1999 ratified the Kyoto Protocol, the Doha Amendment for the second commitment period and the 2020 Nationally Determined Contributions. These international instruments established mandates and commitments for developed countries, the most relevant being the principle of Common but Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities, Clean Development Mechanisms, Technology Transfer and legally binding emission reduction commitments for developed countries, known as Annex 1.

Nicaragua's diplomatic effort in the international negotiations on Climate Change based on the science relating to this planetary scourge, has enabled our country to achieve important consensus among developing countries.

In 2018, Nicaragua was elected by developing countries in the Green Climate Fund to represent them as Co-Chair of the Board of Directors. It subsequently took a seat as a member of the Green Climate Fund Board in 2019, and now maintains its participation as an Advisor to the Board.

Nicaragua has also pressed for the inclusion of Losses and Damages in addition to climate change Mitigation and Adaptation projects, for climate finance.

At the Conference of the Parties on Climate Change (COP 21) in Paris, France, in November 2015, developed countries proposed 2ºC as a target, Nicaragua and Bolivia negotiated 1.5ºC instead and that was accepted by the Conference of the Parties (COP) so the Paris Agreement proposes to limit the temperature rise to less than 2º and preferably to 1.5ºC.

At the national level, a broad legal framework has been consolidated that lays the foundations for the country to face the adverse effects that global climate variation is producing precisely in countries like ours, which, proportionally, are among the least polluting countries since we represent only 0.02% of total global emissions of Greenhouse Gases.

Even so, Nicaragua's robust legal framework is also accompanied by public policies for the protection and care of Mother Earth and continued activity in the areas of mitigation, adaptation, loss and damage, human resource training and institutional reinforcement. In addition, there is effective promotion of private sector participation in investments in sensitive sectors for this overall response to climate change, such as renewable energy, commercial plantations, transformation of sustainable agricultural systems and environmental education. Dr. Paul Oquist Kelley (R.I.P.) who headed Nicaragua's climate negotiations at the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), said:

"we need to have an understanding of the Universe and Mother Earth and how we are an integral part of evolution, collectively and individually, that renews our identity and values, and raises our level of awareness of our current situation and the vulnerabilities and risks that threaten our existence."

In the context of the global climate crisis and the country's efforts to face the consequences of climate change, Nicaragua presents four issues it considers vital for global efforts to reverse the catastrophic effects of climate change so as to yield positive results, these are detailed in the following statements:

    Declaration of Central America and the Caribbean as a region highly vulnerable to extreme weather events: In which we state that the countries of the Central American and Caribbean region have been impacted by extreme weather events more frequently in recent years and that due to their natural characteristics as well as their geographical location, high poverty rates and social deficits, they are one of the most vulnerable and threatened regions in the face of climate change. Therefore, the UNFCCC should declare the region of Central America and the Caribbean as a Region Highly Vulnerable to Climate Change.

    Declaration to elevate Loss and Damage to the same category as Mitigation and Adaptation: In which it is stated that losses and damages caused by climate change are already occurring worldwide and that scientific estimates in this regard, are already occurring. As a consequence, it is essential that the issue of Losses and Damages be considered as an equally relevant category as Mitigation and Adaptation, therefore, it should be eligible for a formal financing option in the different climate finance mechanisms defined in the UNFCCC.

    Declaration on the Urgency of Preserving and Recovering Forests: Taking into account that forests play an essential role in the existence of all living beings on the surface of the planet and that for human beings it has played and continues to play a vital role for the survival of the species, Nicaragua calls on the international community to focus on moving beyond emissions targets in climate finance priorities, we must focus on forest protection and conservation restitution efforts, increased technical cooperation and means of implementation as the most effective way to achieve greater socio-environmental benefits to forest-dependent people and to more quickly and efficiently reverse the consequences of climate change on the planet as a whole.

    Declaration on Climate Justice with Redress: Taking into account the principles of Common but Differentiated Responsibilities and Historical Responsibilities that govern the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Considering that developed countries are the main countries responsible for the emissions of Greenhouse Gases, the destruction of ecosystems for the consumption of raw materials and the deterioration of the global climate. Nicaragua proclaims that it is morally urgent and necessary to define a framework of climate justice that implies obligations of compensation and reparations on the part of the countries that have caused climate damage, given the understanding that there is jurisprudence regarding reparations for damages in the Anglo-Saxon "common law" and calls for the creation of a "Climate Reparations Fund" to cover losses and damages of the countries that are victims of climate change.

The international community, the whole of humanity, faces innumerable threats to its very existence on the planet; pollution, hunger, species extinction, the nuclear threat, growing inequality and, above all, climate change, oblige societies as a whole to mobilize to avoid extinction.

Dr. Paul Oquist (R.I.P.) said in his book "Equilibra: The Philosophy and Political Economy of Existence and Extinction; Our generation will be evaluated on our ability to overcome the processes that now threaten future generations, including permanent war, weapons of mass destruction, the culture of violence, full spectrum dominance, climate change, global warming, environmental degradation and the ultimate crime against nature: species extinctions, including the suicide of our own species, which continues to take shape."

