GOVERNMENT OF NICARAGUA

CLIMATE CHANGE SECRETARIAT OF THE PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC

DECLARATION ON THE URGENCY OF PRESERVING AND RECOVERING FORESTS

Considering that forests cover almost 30% of the earth's surface and are of vital importance for the development of life on earth, since they are home to the most extensive ecosystems on the planet. On the other hand, human activity has had a direct impact on forests if we take into account that from pre-industrial times to the present, human beings have caused the disappearance of nearly 1,900 million hectares of forest cover for agricultural and livestock activities, housing or direct use of forest products.  Understanding that restoring 15% of the transformed lands in the right places could prevent 60% of the species extinctions that have already been projected.

2. Considering that forests provide livelihoods for hundreds of millions of people living in extreme poverty around the world and provide paid employment for more than 100 million, knowing that 2 billion people depend on the agricultural sector for their livelihoods and that forests are home to more than 80 percent of the planet's terrestrial biodiversity helping to protect critical watersheds that supply clean water to much of humanity. In addition, half of the world's GDP depends on nature and every dollar invested in restoration can generate up to US$30 in economic benefits.

3. Whereas forests provide drinking water to one-third of the world's largest cities; they also support 80%, 75% and 68% of all amphibian, bird and mammal species, respectively. However, climate change poses enormous challenges for forests and people.

4. Understanding that the usefulness of forests goes beyond production and that the application of sustainability criteria in their use is necessary so that the benefits they provide endure over time, associated with the identification of various environmental services, such as carbon sequestration and biodiversity conservation, We understand that their importance lies in the recognition of the value of forests as ecosystems and their vital contribution in combating the negative effects of climate change, which in the case of tropical forests, are capable of storing about 229 billion tons of CO2 alone.

5. Considering that opportunities for restoration are available on 2 billion hectares of deforested and degraded forest land worldwide and that achieving the Bonn Challenge target of restoring 350 million hectares of degraded and deforested land worldwide could generate up to US$ 9 trillion in net benefits and that restoration through agroforestry has the potential to increase food security for 1.3 billion people.

6. Whereas forests also play an important role in protecting human populations from extreme weather events such as hurricanes.

7. Considering that in Nicaragua 40% of the national territory has a forestry use and 20% is of mixed use, showing enormous forestry potential.

8. Considering that Nicaragua has made significant progress in forestry, with a National Forestry Strategy that highlights efforts promoting community forestry, and also promoting a policy to reduce forest fires through various actions such as; awareness and social communication, strengthening the organization and capacity response by municipal committees, strengthening brigades for the prevention and control of forest fires.

9. Considering that Nicaragua is making efforts to promote a sustainable forestry industry linked to the general objectives of national reforestation, currently having an industry that has contributed more than 70,000 hectares of private plantations.

10. Considering that Nicaragua has a National System of Protected Areas designed to guarantee the governance of the forests in these regions and that this System includes 4 Biosphere Reserves, 3 of them declared by UNESCO, and 73 Protected Areas covering a range of more than 7.2 million hectares.

11. Considering that, in Nicaragua, the forests have been the vital connection with the life and the universe of the original communities of the Caribbean and that all their culture and traditions have their origin in their community members' relationship with nature and the forest; taking into account that the degradation and destruction of the forests puts at risk the life, traditions and culture of more than 283,300 indigenous and Afro-descendants in the Northern, Southern and Upper Wangki and Bocay Caribbean zones; it would also seriously affect the life and economic activity of more than 945,000 inhabitants among native peoples and mestizos of this vital region.

12. Taking into account that in Nicaragua forests have played an important protective role during extreme weather events, as reflected by the results during the various hurricanes that have hit the Nicaraguan Caribbean Coast, such as Hurricane Felix in 2007 that produced heavy losses and damage in the coastal city of Bilwi but minor damage in inland villages, Hurricane Otto in 2016, which produced heavy losses and damage in San Juan de Nicaragua but very minor damage in inland towns, and Hurricanes Eta and Iota in 2020, which produced heavy losses and economic damage that in Nicaragua amounted to US$ 910 million, equivalent to 8% of GDP without taking into account restoration costs; However, the forests in the path of the hurricanes contributed to lower losses and damages not only in Nicaragua but also in the other Central American countries that were affected, due to the protective barrier that the forests of the Caribbean region produced during the cyclones, absorbing much of the destructive energy produced by the winds.

13. Therefore, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) must consider the vital role of forests in all areas of climate change discussion, such as Loss and Damage, Adaptation and Mitigation.

14. As a consequence, it is essential that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) focus on going beyond emissions targets in climate finance priorities, we must focus on forest protection and conservation restitution efforts, increased technical cooperation and means of implementation as the most effective way to achieve greater socio-environmental benefits for forest-dependent people and so as to be able to reverse the consequences of climate change on the planet as a whole faster and more efficiently.


