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DECLARATION OF CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN AS A REGION HIGHLY VULNERABLE TO EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS.

1. Considering that the countries of the Central American and Caribbean region have been impacted by extreme weather events very frequently in the last 10 years. This is reflected in Germanwatch's Global Climate Risk Index which is an analysis based on reliable data available on the impacts of extreme weather events and related socio-economic data and represents an important part of the overall picture of climate-related impacts and associated vulnerabilities.

2. The results edemonstrate that less developed and poorer countries are much more vulnerable to climate risks, although monetary losses are substantially higher in richer countries. Loss of life, human emergency and existential threat are also much more widespread in low-income countries, such as Central American countries.

3. Taking into account that according to the Germanwatch report of 2019, in the period 1988-2017 among the ten most affected countries in the last two decades five are from Central America and the Caribbean, thus, Puerto Rico occupies the first position, Honduras occupies the second, Haiti the fourth, Nicaragua the sixth and Dominica the tenth. In relative terms, the poorest developing countries are hit much harder. The results show that the least developed and poorest countries are much more vulnerable to climate risks.

4. Considering that the Paris Agreement in its Article 50 calls for "...developing recommendations on integrated approaches to avoid, minimize and address displacement related to the adverse effects of climate change". Knowing that the World Bank estimates that migration in Central America and Mexico for 2050 is estimated at 3.9 million migrants due to climate causes.

5. Taking into account that the 5th IPCC Report already pointed out the impacts of climate change in the region when it states "...An increase in extreme temperatures was observed in Central America and in most of the tropical and subtropical zone of South America..."

6. Taking into account that all the countries of Central America and the Caribbean have coasts or are islands with low altitude above sea level and that according to the IPCC Global Warming 1.5ºC report in its subsection B.2 says: "By 2100, global mean sea level rise is projected to be approximately 0.1 m lower with a global warming of 1.5 °C than with a global warming of 2 °C (mean confidence level). Sea level will continue to rise after 2100 (high confidence), and the magnitude and rate of sea level rise will depend on future emissions trajectories. Adaptation opportunities in human and ecological systems on small islands, low-lying coasts, and deltas will be greater if sea level rises at a slower rate (medium confidence).

7. Considering that according to the IPCC Global Warming 1.5ºC report in subsection B.2.3 it states: "Increased warming amplifies the exposure of small islands, low-lying coastal areas and deltas to risks associated with sea level rise for many human and ecological systems, such as saltwater intrusion, flooding and infrastructure damage (high confidence level). The risks associated with sea level rise are greater with a 2 °C global warming than with a 1.5 °C global warming. Slower sea level rise as a result of 1.5 °C global warming reduces risks, making greater adaptation opportunities feasible, such as management and restoration of natural coastal ecosystems and strengthening of infrastructure (medium confidence level).

8. Considering that according to the IPCC Global Warming 1.5ºC report in section B.4.2 states: "Global warming of 1.5°C is projected to shift the distribution of many marine species (to higher latitudes) and increase damage to many ecosystems. It is also projected to cause loss of coastal resources and reduce fisheries and aquaculture productivity (especially at low latitudes). The risks of climate-induced impacts are estimated to be greater at a global warming of 2 °C than at 1.5 °C (high confidence level). For example, coral reefs are projected to decline by an additional 70% to 90% with a global warming of 1.5 °C (high confidence level); losses will be greater (>99%) with a global warming of 2 °C (very high confidence level). The risk of irreversible loss of many marine and coastal ecosystems increases with global warming, especially if it reaches or exceeds 2 °C (high confidence level).

9. Considering that according to the IPCC Global Warming 1.5ºC report in paragraph B.4. .3 states: "The level of ocean acidification resulting from increased CO2 concentrations associated with a global warming of 1.5°C is expected to amplify the adverse effects of warming, and the amplification is expected to be even greater if global warming reaches 2°C, with impacts on the growth, development, calcification, survival and hence abundance of a wide range of species, for example, from algae to fish (high confidence level).

10. The SICA countries and the Caribbean islands, due to their natural characteristics as well as their geographical location, high poverty rate and social deficits, are one of the regions most vulnerable and threatened by climate change. The region is increasingly subject to intense rainfall and storm regimes, rising sea levels, major droughts and new unknown climate-related phenomena that are affecting public resources, the social and economic base of countries and threatening regional governance itself.

11. Climate change represents a multiplying and magnifying factor of latent social, economic and environmental problems. Natural events magnified by climate change multiply their negative effects on the goods and assets of individuals, communities and societies as a whole, affecting the lives, health, production, infrastructure and quality of life of all and increasing the relationship between vulnerability and poverty so present in the reality of Central American countries. In this sense, climate and its variability is a fundamental determinant of the future of Central American societies. Climate change conditions and reduces economic growth and social progress. It multiplies and magnifies territorial vulnerability and increases environmental degradation, becoming a problem of human security.

12. The year 2020 has been particularly a year of direct effects for the Central American isthmus and the Caribbean, with increasingly intense and frequent phenomena. Just in November 2020, Nicaragua and Central America were hit by hurricanes ETA category 4 and IOTA category 5, which struck within 10 days of each other and caused more than 200 deaths in Central America.

13. According to ECLAC, the impacts of the two hurricanes in Honduras "...have been devastating, both in social and economic terms. At the humanitarian level, there are more than 4 million people affected, with 2.5 million people in need, 92,000 people in shelters and 62,000 houses affected".

14. In Nicaragua 21 precious lives were lost and more than 4.6 million people were affected, causing losses and damages of more than US$ 738 million, equivalent to 6.2% of the country's GDP, 5,800 houses were destroyed; 1,750 km of roads, 106 bridges, electrical installations, schools, health facilities, forests, agricultural crops, boats and fishing gear.

15. It is clear that the Central American and Caribbean region is a sub-region of the world that is highly vulnerable to climate change and the extreme events derived from it, and that it has become an enormous barrier to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and economic development goals. In this context, Central America needs to be declared a region highly vulnerable to climate change within the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

