GOVERNMENT OF NICARAGUA

CLIMATE CHANGE SECRETARIAT OF THE PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC

DECLARATION ON CLIMATE JUSTICE WITH REPARATIONS.

1. Considering that the main emitters and those responsible for the depredation, degradation and imbalances of the climate system of the entire planet, must recognize the losses that extreme climate phenomena cause in developing countries and contribute to the recovery to the extent of their responsibilities, to restore the right to health, development and life of humanity and Mother Earth.

2. Taking into account the outlook estimated by the IPCC Goblal Warming 1.5ºC report in point B.5; "Climate-related risks to health, livelihoods, food security, water supply, human security and economic growth are projected to increase with a global warming of 1.5°C, and these risks are projected to be even greater with a global warming of 2°C".

3. Taking into account the approach of the IPCC Global Warming 1.5°C report in D.5; "Limiting the risks of 1.5°C global warming in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication requires that systems transitions be enabled through increased investments in adaptation and mitigation, policy instruments, accelerated technological innovation and behavioral changes (high confidence level)."

4. Taking into account the approach of the IPCC Global Warming 1.5ºC report in subsection D.6; "Sustainable development supports, and often enables, the fundamental social and systemic transitions and transformations that help limit global warming to 1.5 °C. Such changes facilitate the pursuit of climate-resilient development trajectories that achieve ambitious mitigation and adaptation in conjunction with poverty eradication and efforts to reduce inequalities (high confidence level)."

5. Taking into account the approach of the IPCC Global Warming 1.5ºC report in D.7; "...International cooperation can provide an enabling environment to achieve such strengthening in all countries and for all people, in the context of sustainable development. International cooperation is a critical catalyst for developing countries and vulnerable regions (high confidence level).

6. Taking into account that data provided by the World Resources Institute indicate that the 10 largest historical emitters of Greenhouse Gases account for 83% of total emissions and that they have achieved their economic development at the cost of global climate deterioration.

7. Considering that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is governed, among others, by the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities which contributes to achieving social, economic and environmental justice through solidarity and cooperation among States to conserve, protect and restore the health and integrity of the Earth's ecosystem and to compensate for the disadvantageous situation of developing countries caused by the pressure exerted by developed States on the environment. Consequently, not only do developed States have a greater responsibility for environmental degradation and a greater legal responsibility to protect the environment in relation to developing countries, but the greater contribution to environmental degradation has in turn prevented less favored States from reaching the desired level of development.

8. Considering that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is also governed by the principle of historical responsibilities, which derive from the fact that the developed and industrialized countries have achieved this development over the centuries, producing greenhouse gas emissions in such large quantities that they have led to a rapid and irreversible deterioration of the global climate.

9. It follows that developed countries have more obligations than developing countries. This recognition of historical responsibility implies the need to compensate with reparations those countries that suffer most from the catastrophic consequences of climate change while having contributed least to create the problem, but with a legally binding commitment to assume future obligations of mitigation and international cooperation in this area.

10. Considering that the mitigation obligations assumed by developed countries have been insufficient to avoid irreversible climate change and its devastating consequences, especially in developing countries, it is morally urgent and necessary to define a framework of climate justice that implies obligations of compensation and reparations on the part of the countries that have caused climate damage, in the understanding that there is jurisprudence regarding reparations for damages in the Anglo-Saxon "common law", called "torts" and in constitutional law based on the Napoleonic codes "damages and losses".

11. By creating a "Climate Reparations Fund" to cover losses and damages, this would have the advantage for the contributing countries of making their obligations predictable in terms of funds and time.



